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WELCOME TGFREEDOM MONTESSORI
THE EARLY LEARNING SCHOOL

Dear Parents and Guardians,

It is my honor to welcome you to the finest Montessori school in York
County. | hope you experience the feelings of peace, grace, and love as you
walk into Freedom Montessori The saff and | welcome you to our school
and hope that you share our excitement of learning as we journey into
another school year.

Your child is about to enter the most magnificent journey of their life The
teachings and work of Maria Montessori will have gu in awe as your child
comes home with unbelievable stories of their educationWe ask you to be
supportive, positive, and enthusiastic about our work here Freedom
Montessori. Parent involvement is crucial if we are to build successful
futures. Children who know their parents are supportive in their education
demonstrate high levels of achievement and good behavioYou are always
welcome at Freedom Montessori

Please use this handbook to provide answers to most of your questiani

you have quesibns, concerns, or comments about anything here at Freedom
Montessori, please lemel O Ul OO AEEI| Atogethé AvithArack O
and peace, we will achieve anything

| look forward to working with all of you this year.

In Peace,

Jamie Laymon
Director of Education
Freedom Montessori
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ENROLLMENT REQUIREMENTS

Completed Application for Child Enrollment

Medical Authorization Form

South Carolina Dept of Social Services Form

Current Immunization Records

Sick Policy Agreement

Behavior Management Blicy

A Copy of Parent/Guardian Picture 1D

$50.00 non refundable registration fee (norrefundable)
$300.00 enrollment fee (nonrefundable)

FEES AND PAYMENT SCHEDULE
Tuition for the 2008-2009 school year is $6150.00
1 A yearly payment of $850 due befae first day of school

1 A quarterly payment of $1537.50 due on the following dates: July 31,
October 31, January 30 and April 30, with a $25.00 late fee per day
late.

1 A monthly payment of $615.00 due on the first of each month
beginning Augustz May by 6:00 p.m with a $25.00 late fee per day
late.

9! xAAET U PAUIATO T &£ Apuvcg8nwmithdOA 11
$10.00 late fee per day late

*All families are required to pay a deposit a $50.00 registration fee and a
$300.00 enrollment fee upon thé application. All funds are non
refundable. $300.00 will be credited to your account the last two weeks
of your enroliment.
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A snack fee of $150.00 per child will be due with your first tuition payment
This will allow Freedom Montessori to provide halthy fresh foods to your
children daily.

If your child is out sick, on vacation or simply not at school, tuition wilstill
be due on the date specified on your payment option form_ate fees will
still be assessed.

If our building is closed during theweekday or for a holiday and you have
not paid your tuition, each day the buildings closed you will be charged the
late feethat is assessed on your payment option form

If Freedom Monessori has no school on a payment due dattition will be
due thefollowing work day.

We accept cash, checkiisa, Master Card, Visa / Master Card debiis

money orders. We have a $35.00 return check policy feePayments should

be placed in a sealed envebpe EOE Ul OO AEEI Ag@acddihi A x O
the bladk box or slid under the Directo® @or. Your child will be dismissed

from our program after one week of nonpayment (Nonpayment includes

tuition and accrued late fees).

Freedom Montessori reserves the right to refuse a personal check after one
has beerreturned. Payment will then be required to be given in cash,
money order or certified check.

If you are planning to withdraw your child from our program, a written two
week notice must be given to the DirectarYou will be financially
responsible for the two weeks that notice was given whether your child is
still in attendance or not Failure to give notice and payment of services
rendered will result in a report to the credit bureau.

Tuition is subject to change at any time during the school year.
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT

Our mission at Freedom Montessori is to provide a peaceful lkearning
environment where children have the freedom to explore using their
creativity and imagination. We will guide each child to discover their own

potential.

OUR PHILOSOPHY

Freedom Montessori believes that all children are a gift from God, deserving
to experience their greatest potential We are committed to embracing,
protecting, and honoring the individual spirit of each of our children, in a
safe and enricled environment. Through motivation and inner discipline,
we feel our children will develop the FREEDOM to experience the joy of

learning.
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THE PURPOSE OF A MONTESSORI EDUCATION

The Montessori approach to education is centered in the uniqueness and
potentials of the evolving child The purpose is to develop the whole child

into a well rounded human being Children enter this world with a natural
desire to learn and to perfect themselvesMontessori education fulfills this
instinctive need by providing a "Prepared Environment" where children are
allbowed the excitement of learning by choice rather than by forceChildren
AANOEOA AT OETT AO AEOAE biekbphéntaddE AO
self-learning.

Individualized lessons and instruction are gzen according to the interests
and readiness of the child The multi-age setting allows for modeling
leadership, mentoring skills, and socialization between different age groups
In addition to academics, the program fosters virtues such as love,
peacetiiness, compassion and kindnes<Children imbibe values of respect
for nature, caring for and acceptance of others, and becoming a responsible
member of society.

Mankind's basic tendencies are to explore, form order, imitate, abstract,
imagine, form socal groups, communicate, be independent, be obedient, be
creative, learn discipline, participate in activities, repeat, and calculateAs
they are satisfied, habits for lifelong learning perpetuate and children are
free to become independent thinkers andelarners.

Montessori Education can be summed up in one sentene&Children teach
themselves." Dr Montessori believed that no human being is educated by
another person He/she must do it for herself or it will never be done
Montessori wanted to extendearning outside the classroom She wanted
each child to be excited about learning and to take that knowledge and
curiosity to higher levels- that is - to become a part of their lives and to
continuously learn without limits!
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ENRICHMENTPROGRAM

Our enrichment curriculum provides a continuation of the Montessori philosophy of
mutual respect, independence and cooperation that the children are accustomed to in the
classroom.

STUDIO ART

Children in the primary art classes are involved in gaining tedrskdds, learning to control a variety

of media, and using visual symbols. They view art from many places and times and come to see that
art plays a valued role in creating cultures and building civilizations. Lower elementary students are
introduced to he stories of famous artists and view their masterpieces to learn about the elements
and principles of art. They then apply what they have learned to their own work. They study and
apply color, pattern, texture, line, and form. They draw with pencil, ciarpastels, crayons, and
markers, and they learn to paint with watercolor, tempera, and acrylic paints. The children also
experiment with printmaking, ceramics, collage and sculpture. Perhaps most importantly, they begin
to experience the joy and satigfidon found in the creative endeavor.

In elementary art classes, students continue this haogxploration while they expand and refine
their skills with media, techniques, and artistic processes. At this age they begin to create works of
art that deal vith ideas of personal significance. Upper elementary students continue to look at
specific works of art for subject matter, themes, symbols, meaning, and purpose.

MUSIC

Children in primary music classes sing, dance, and play percussion instruments@addne They
improvise melodies, rhythms and creative movement and practice reading and writing standard

music notation. Working primarily with pentatonic melodies and basic rhythm patterns, they build a
working vocabulary of solfege (do, re, mi, etc.jiahythm language which they use in a

conversational manner to create their own music. As they encounter familiar musical elements in
classical music, they add to their knowledge of music and musicians in other times and places by
studying the stories ofrite composers. As they sing or play instruments in ensembles, children build
their skill and understanding of music conventions such as how to rehearse, critique, begin and end a
performance.

In elementary music classes, children continue singing, darqisgng percussion instruments and
playing recorders as they perform increasingly complex music. They extend their musical
vocabularies to include diatonic scales and modes, syncopated rhythms, compound meters and
functional harmony. Their classroom stuofyhistory prompts experience with music from other

times and places, whether singing songs, listening to significant recordings, learning historic social
dances or studying the instruments of a particular style period or culture. Continued ensemble work
allows them to refine their improvisation, composition, rehearsal and performance skills.

MOVEMENT
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In the primary class, we practice 'natural gymnastic movements'. The encouragement of these
movements lead to essential exercises such as balance, standingoed posture; walking and
developing endurance in walking; running, jumping, moving and lifting weights.

In the elementary class, the children learn the importance of fun, teamwork, sportsmanship,
following rules, safety, and proper technique. Clask®gelop gross and fine motor skills, stamina,
flexibility, handeye coordination, and basic skills such as dribbling a basketball, controlling a soccer
ball, or the rudiments of baseball.

SPANISH

Ly GKS LINAYIFNE Of I adSaz askeldiofintesedt\Veoulsl svell BeNike@to (G S NI
describe the overall goal for the primary Spanish language program. This means creating enjoyment,
awareness, and an eagerness to learn more. The primary program focuses on developing listening

and speaking skill&arly exposure to other languages creates a facility for understanding and

speaking, as well as greater ease in later study. It also creates an early consciousness oftealture

richness of our many ways of being human.

In the elementary Spanish langy&classes the program continues the listening and speaking
sequence established at the primary level. In addition, it strives to incorporate reading and writing
skills. By the end of the lower elementary experience, the vocabulary that has been intdoduce
expands into more thematic units such as how we are unigue, animals, the world around us, etc.

MODERN TECHNOLOGY

The Montessori philosophy advocates that the classroom be a reflection of the home, the
community, and the world. Now, a century after Makiontessori founded her Casa dei Bambini,

the world is becoming a high technology society, with computers a part of everyday American lives.
Computers are almost a household necessity, and basic-processing programs are now easier for
young children tause. We feel that it is important that we implement the use of technology in our
enrichment program through computers, digital cameras and digital art programs.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Godly Play® is an imaginative approach to Christian Education develpgetime Berryman. It is

gKIG KS OFffa aKAa AYUSNILINBGOIFIGAZ2Y 2F az2yiSaaz2Nn
experienced the presence of God, but lack the language to express this to others. In the Godly Play®
enrichment class, the studentsilhhave entered a sacred space in which they can feel safe and free

to respond as they are surrounded by parables, sacred stories and liturgical action stories. Over a

period of weeks, the director will present each of these stories using wooden figndematerials

that allow them to hear and se@e old stories in a new way. During the class time, the children

KSINJ GKS &ai2NB>X NBalLRyR o0& ¢g2yRSNAY3I YR dzaAy3d |
FSIalé 6KAOK Ad GKSANI O2YYdzyA2y SELISNASYyOSo
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PLAYBALL

This is an afteschool enrichment program that Freedom Montessorffers.

There is a fee to this program The cost is $10.00 per classClasses are

I £FEAOAA xAAEIT U 11 7AAT AOGAAUG6Oh AO odom
class size Information will be available at our Parent Orientations as well as

during the beginning of our school year

A certified PLAYBALL coach will come to our school and instruct your child
for 45 minutes. An informational brochure explaining PLAYBALL i®cated
at the back of thishandbook.

THE ETIQUETTE SCHOOL OF THE PIEDMONT

This is a new 2 week class that will be implemented into our primary and
elementary classrooms The founder, Mrs Libby Miller will be instructing
our students with a series of etiquete lessons These classes will take place
the first 8 weeks of school.

CURRICULM

In addition to the philosophy and teachings of Maria Montessori, we at
Freedom Montessori have developed a curriculum that specifically
correlates with the South CarolinaState Learning Standards for all students.

Our toddler, primary and elementary curriculums are available on our
website www.freedommontessori.orgor a hardcopy is available on request.
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SUGGESTIONS FOR REYING MONTESSORI
IN YOUR HOME

Parent Role as Teacher

a. 91 6 AOA Ul 60 AEEIAG60O MmEeOOBurdhidA 11T 00
expresses a desire to do something in your home, for example,
cooking, show him/her how to do it in a way that he/she will be able
to repeat alone Demonstrate using as few words as possible and
performing each action as clearly and carefully as possib&our child
learns more by watching than by listening, although both are avenues
by which your child absorbs and processes infornteon. Once you
have demonstrated something to your child, allow him or her to do it
alone and without correction (this could be difficult, but you will both
benefit).

b. Your Toddler or Primary child lkearns much from the process of an
activity and is not product oriented (like adults) at this young age
Affirm the positive in his or her actions, and encourage him or her to
do the activity right away. You may have to fight the urge to correct
and/or criticize.

c. Present your child with real work. These tasls will build character,
self-esteem and intellect Your child will attempt to model him or her
self based upon your actionsModel the behaviors you would like to
see your child acquire.

#OAAOET C A -110AOOI OE OPOAPAOAA AT OEOI

a. Establsh order. First create a daily routine that your young child can
depend upon Set times for play, meals and bed and keep to them
whenever possible Allow flexibility, but try to hold to the times that
you set, so that your young child knows what to exgxt.
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each month or week Consider clearing ot toy chests and replacing
them with low shelves Make childsized work areas and eating areas
, I xAO OEA OI A ET Ui OO AEEIAB8O AlT OA
own clothing. Allow your child to place folded clothing in designated
space.

Activitie s

a. Allow your child to select his or her own clothing If you are not
comfortable with the choice, allow them to select between two sets of
clothes. Whenever you find yourself in a struggle with your child,
encouraging them to choose between two optionseften diffuses the
situation.

b. Allow your child to pack his or her own lunch Make good, healthful
foods that they enjoy available to them.

c. Have plenty of paper, colored pencils and books available for your child

to work with, as well as scissors, glueral other craft materials should
also be available.
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POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

Hours Of Operation

Freedom Montessori opens at 7:30 a.nfior early morning drop-off.
Please do not enter théuilding before 7:30 a.m Our school day begins
at 8:30 a.mand ends at 2:45 p.m Our extended day programs run from
2:45 p.mto 6:00 p.m. All students are encouraged to be in class by 8(B
a.m each morning Your child will be tardy after 8:30. An excessive
amount of tardies can lead to dismissal of our program

Late Pick Up

As our employees are scheduled to leave at closiag6:00 p.m., a fee of
$15 per 15 minutes, per child, will be charged for late pickupsThe fee
will be applied at 6:01 p.mand to every additional 15 minutes after 6:01
p.m. that your child remains at school (Ex. After 6:01 p.m., $15 per
child. After 6:15 p.m. $30 per child) Freedom Montessori may terminate
child care services after 3 late pickups per yeafAugustz June) The
clock on the computer in the front lobby of the centedetermines the
time.

Freedom Montessori will operateaccording to the calendar at thdront
of this book. Please observe all dates that Freedom Montessori will not
be open.

Drop-off/Pick Up Procedures

In the morning, please use the Main Entrance (Oakld Avenue) to the
Freedom Center to walk your child into schoolPLEASE PARK IN A
PARKING SPACE AND NOT ALONG THE SIDES OF THE BUILDIRG
map is locatal in the back of this handbook.)All parents/guardians are
required to electronically sign their child in and out of school each day
There will be acomputer in the foyer of our school Each family will
have 2 codes that are the last 4 digits of the primary and secondary
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A codeMUSTDbe entered to pick up or drop off your child.No one will

be allowed to pick up a child without this code. Please inform the

teacher and/or staff member of your presence Same applies in the

afternoon.

We encoura@ parents to have their child inclass by 8:® a.m If a student
Is dropped off after this time, the parent/guardian shouldelectronically
sign their child in and quietly escort their child to class Same applies if
child needs to be picked up during school houtsThis is for attendane
purposes and so that classrooms will not be disrupted.

A child will only be released to the parents or other persons who are at
least 18 years of age and authorized by the parent to pick up the child
The designated person must show identification whis matches the
information on fie and have one of the electronic codes attached to your
child. If you have designated someone who is not on your pick up list,
please notify in writing or call Freedom Montessori before the scheduled
pick up time and be sue that they have one of the codes assigned to
your child.

If your child only has a primary sponsor, your child will only have one
code.

Expectations for Behavior

It is the desire of Freedom Montessori to offer opportunities for each
student to learn inan atmosphere that is most conducive to the
realization of their potential. Basic to this goal is the provision of schools
and classrooms that are safe and orderly, where students and staff
recognize the rights of others, and where each student is free fear,
intimidation, and disruption of the educational process

It is expected that all students will follow the rules and be respectful.
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Freedom Montessori Ground Rules
Respect self, others, and the environment.
Always use grace and courtesy.
Carry only one thing at a time.
Use two hands to carry an activity and/or materials.
Use a rug for all floor activities.
Use a table for all table activities.
When you need a teacher, walk over to her, touch her should or
arm, and wait for her to respond.
8. AwMaUO OAU OUAOGo6 1T O O1Tih OEATE Uil 008
9. Always use table manners while eating.
10. Appropriate playground and/or gymnasium behavior is expected.
11. Wash your hands:
9 before you eat snack/lunch.
1 before preparing food.
9 after using the bathroom.
1 before and after using clayplay dough or paint.

NoahkowdRE

Disrespect and fighting are serious offences at Freedom
Montessori . Any student who is disrespectful to an adult in our building

will be sent home forup to three days or possibly dismissed from the
program. Hitting and biting may also be handled in the same manner.

Gonsequences

At Freedom Montessori our teachers are trained to use positive
reinforcement and redirection in their classrooms Each teacher has
their own set of consequences for misbehaviorPlease refer to the
teachers discipline plan

The goal of discipline is that children will develop a sense of

responsibility for their own behavior. 4 EA DAAAA O1 OA EO A
Oii16 OEAO xA OOA ET AAAE Al AOOOITIi
work out their problems. Children will be sent to the Director if behavior

IS unacceptable and parents will be calledCorporal Punishment is not

implemented at Freedom Montessori.
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Dismissal of a Child

Freedom Montessori reserves the right to dismiss children at any time
Some causes leading to dismissal may include, but are not limited to,
discipline problems, children becoming a threat to themselves or others,
non payment of fees, late drop off and/or pick up, and failure to follow
&OAAAT T -11O0AOOI OEGO DI 1T EAEAO

Parental Participation

Freedom Montessori maintains an open door policyParents are
encouraged and welcome to visit and observe their childreanytime.

All parents will have certain requirements that they must adhere to in
order for their child to remain with us and to be accepted the following
year. Here are those requirements:

1 Parents (either parent) must volunteer one hour per month to the
school, whether it is work inside or outside of the schoolWe will
have several things for you to choose from

1 Parents will be required to attend at least three Parent Meetings to
better understand the Montessori philosophy and learn what your
child does at schoal There will be approximately six of these
provided.

1 Parents must support and participate in fundraising.

1 All enrolled and returning parents will have to attend a Parent
Orientation session before school startsThese dates will be
posted to our website and mailed to your home address this
summer. Please make sure we have your correct mailing
addre ssand information on file at all times
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Parent Volunteer Gommittees

All parents will be required to serve on at least one committee during
each school year your child is in attendanceThere are several
committees that will be available for signup durng orientation. A detailed
listing of these committees and participation form is located in the back
of this handbook. (Ex. School Improvement Council, Field Trips, Teacher
Appreciation, Teacher Birthdays, Fundraising, Fashion Show, etc.)

School Improvement Council (SIC)

The School Improvement Council is a group of parents, teachers,
administrators, and community representatives that serve to assist in the
development of school and educational issuedf you are interested in
serving on this committeeor would like to have a concern or question
placed on the agendaplease contact our President, Karen McKernan at
wonamini@yahoo.com A complete list of the School Improvement
Members and their contact informaton can be found in the back of this
handbook.

SIC Meeting Dates
August 28 @ 6:00 pm
November 6 @ 6:00 pm
February 5 @ 6:00 pm
April 2 @ 6:00 pm
June 4 @ 6:00 pm

Electronic Communication

We will be utilizing email and our website for the primary methodof
communication this year. Please be sure we have a current email address
for you at all times throughout the year. This should be an address that
you check daily. Also, refer to the website for detailed information on
school events.
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Lunch With A Loved One

This is a special day that each child may bring ONE loved one to lunch.
Our students will ready the environment, prepare lunch and serve our
special guests lunch.Lunch with a loved one will be held on the following
dates, for the following classs:

October 23- Ms. Hyatit loved one will join for lunch
January 29- Ms. Cothranloved one will join for lunch
April 30 - Mrs Laymon loved one will join for lunch

Field Trips

Freedom Montessori does not own a transportation vehickeWhen we do

go ona field trip that requires transportation, we will ask for parent

volunteers. !  OAl1T EA AOEOAOGO 1 EAAT OA AT A DO
documented Please see the Driver/Chaperone packet in the back of this
handbook.

Child Restraint Law
All children that attend Freedom Montessori must abide by the South
Carolina Child Restraint Law All children from age birth to six years of
age must be a car seat or booster seat in the back seat of a car, unkess the
child is unusually large.

Wiping Policy

Once a chd is completely potty trained, is in underwearand is in the
Primary Classrooms (36), staff will no longer be able to assist them in
cleaning themselves after a bowl movementUnfortunately, due to very
strict Child Abuse and Neglect Laws, Freedom Mont&si chooses not

to handle a child during bathroom accidents, the child will have to clean
themselves. We will help and assist your child as much as we can to
clean themselves properly however no employee at Freedom Montessori
will wipe any child. Soiledclothing will be sent home in a ziploc bag
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Staff
Theteachers andstaff at Freedom Mamtessori are certified Montessori
teachersand/or child care professionals They are certified in
Infant/Child CPR and First Aid, and have undergonedéeie and Federal
background checks Our staff maintains knowledge of current practices
in Early Childhood Education by attending conferences, trainings, and
college classes.

Nutrition

At Freedom Montessori, we understand that nutrition plays an important
roeinyourcEET A8 O D E U O E.ARereford, Av® pgrdvideai AT O
breakfast snack and an afternoon snackAll snacks are well balanced
and meet the nutritional requirements ofthe USDA Children who due to
medical reasons require a specific diet can be accommodatégarents
discuss the dietary needs/restrictions with the classroom teacher or the
Director.

We do not offer a lunch program to our students . All students must

bring their own lunchtoschool . 7A xEI 1 110 AT T E AT UTI
at Freedom Montessori We will microwave leftovers and anything that

takes one minute or less to heat uplf your child needs necessary
utensils, straws, napkins, etgplease provide them in their lunch box We
encourage parents to pack a healthy nutritional lunch for theichild.
Table manners are required and expected at age appropriate levels.

Consider: Prepare foods so that your child can be sedfufficient in
feeding her/himself. For example, cut fruits and vegetables and send
oranges and tangerines peeled unless yowhild can already do this for
her/himself . Please pack a welbalanced, nutritious meal, excluding
candy and other highly sugared foods
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Medication Policy

~ - ~ - e . s o~ - A
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rising statistics of overdosig in children® medications, we reserve the

right not to administer any medications If your child needs a prescribed

medication during the hours in which they are present here at school,

the parent or legal guardian mustome to school ancadminister the

medication. Please see the Director with any questions regarding this

policy.

Sick Leave Policy

Freedom Montessori will not accept children when they are illSouth
Carolina Division of Child Care Licensing states a child should not be in
attendanceif the child has any of the following conditions:

91 Fever greater than 100 degrees Fahrenheit

1 Symptoms of possible severe illness such as unusual lethargy,
irritability, persistent crying, difficulty breathing, or other unusual
signs until medical evaluatio indicate inclusion.

1 Uncontrolled diarrhea

1 Vomiting

1 Mouth sores, unless a physician determines the condition as nen
infectious.

1 Rash, until a physician determines that it is not a communicable
disease.

1 Pink eye

1 Scabies, head lice, or other infestations

9 Tuberculosis

1 Impetigo

9 Streptococcal pharyngitis, strep throat

1 Pinworm infection

1 Ringworm infection

1 Chicken Pox

1 Pertusis
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1 Mumps
1 Hepatitis A virus
1 Abdominal pain

If a child contracts a communicable disease, parentsust keep the child
at home for the appropriae exclusion period andmust report the
disease to the Director All parents will be notified in writing when a
child in the class has contracted a communicable disease.

Child~ren who have been ill mayNOT return to school until they have a
AT A Ol O &rénollohgérAontagious and are ready to participate in the
full program, including indoor/outdoor play .

Injuries / Emergencies / | ncident Reports

In case of severe injury or acute illness, first aid treatment will
immediately begin and, if warranted, the child will be transported to the
nearest medical facility which is Piedmont Medical At the same time
Freedom Montessori will be notifying a parent or guardian of the
circumstances If a parent cannot be reached, a person on the
emergency list wil be contacted A staff member will accompany the
child to the medical facility and will remain until parent or guardian
arrives.

All injuries and accidents are recorded at Freedom MontessorAn
incident report will be sent homewithin 24 hours of the accident, with
your child. In not all cases will parents be contacted.

Child Abuse

South Carolina requires child care providers to report any suspected
incident of possible child abuse or neglect.

Clothing

Children should always be dressed comfortabland according to the
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weather. Children paint, play and get dirty at schoolPlease do not dress

your children in clothes that you do not want them to get dirty Parents

AOA AOCEAA O1T DOl OEAA Ox1 AEATCAO 1T £ 1
cubby. Noflip flops are to be worn .

Dress Code

1. Please send your young child in clothing that is easy to put on and
remove, in case your child gets wet or has a bathroom accident.

2. Each child is required to have a change of clothing in his/her cubby at
altmes.) O EO OEA DPAOAT 006 OAODPI 1T OEAEI EO
labeled and replaced as needede sure to label the baggie containing

Ui 60 AEEI A0 A@OOA Ail OEET C8

3. Vekro tennis shoes are preferredNO FLIP FLOPS, HEELS OR
COWBOY BOOTS

4. Jewelryz when it presents a safety hazard or creates a distraction that
impacts the learning environment for student or others- shall not be
worn.

5. All children are required to have a Freedom Montessori-$hirt to
wear on field trip days and otherspecial events.

6. Girls - if wearing dresses or skirts please wear a pair of shorts
underneath.

Lost and Found

All lunchboxes, backpacks, and clothing should be labeled to facilitate
return to their owner. Items that are not labeled will be taken td_ost and
Found bcatedinthe%i D1 T UAAS O. x1T OE OI T i
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Birthdays

Birthdays are a special time for the classroomThe children love a

celebration that is both enjoyable and educationalA Montessori

Celkebration of Life includes singing, narration of theEET1 A6 O 1 EAA OO
showing photos from each year of his lifeParents are invited to attend,

OEAOA A OPAAEAI OOAAON AjiftdiadodkOOAOA Ol
POUUIAh TO TOEAO 1 AT EPOI AGEOA O1T Ul OC
mark asttAAT 08 O O Dhis ArBuvitids arfopdrtunity for the child to
experience the pleasure in giving as well as receivingdf you wish to

participate in this tradition, please remember to inscribe the gift with

Ui 00 AEEIASO 1T ATl Ah nyeaOHEERAOANSG @ CAE AC
that fall during the holiday months will also be given a chance to

celebrate their birthday while school is still in session If you are

planning a home party for your child, please do not pass out invitations at

school We have found that this can be upsetting to those children not

invited. 9T O 1 OO0 AT 1T OAET AOA UT OO AEEIABO
his/her teacher.

Community Board and Info

Freedom Montessori has a community board located in the lobby

Current info, upconing dates and meetings will be located here for you

01 OARI AABDABOS /| OO0 ' EOHeiGgingddlidda EO Al C
wonderful book by Shel Silverstein It illustrates for us the cycle of giving

and receiving It is located in the lobby and wil contain various items

needed by each of our classroomslease reference this community area

daily as you drop off and pick up your child from school.

School Closings/Delays

In the event of inckement weather, please tune to any major television
broadcasting company or call the school at 80327-7885. | will
leave/update information on our telephone answering service We
operate on the same closing/delay schedule as the Rock Hill School
District .
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Visitors

Visitors must signinfoutAO 1T OO tabkaddwdllireCeds@a badge to
wear.

Jassroom Observers

In order to ensure a peaceful environment for the children, we ask that
you follow these guidelines when visiting our classroom.

Open and close the doors quietly.

Speak in a whisper voice to &ar the teacher, assistant, and
children.

Refrain from interrupting children at work.

If a child approaches you, please keep conversation brief and
remind child to continue with their work.

1 If you notice your presence is a major distraction to the children
please feel free to visit another time.

)l
)l

= =

Business Partners

Business partners are a vital key to our programA list of current
business partners are listedon our website. If you would like some
information on how you or someone you know can becomelausiness
partner to Freedom Montessori please see the Directar visit our
website atwww.freedommontessori.org.

Druqg Free Policy

Freedom Montessori visitors, volunteers, or chaperones wilhot possess
take, or be under the influence of controlled substances, and/or illegal
drugs at Freedom Montessori on or off campusgrFailure to comply will
result in an immediate release of that person.
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Alcohol Policy

The use of alcohol is prohibited on Freedom Mdassori property and at
Freedom Montessori activities where children are presentFreedom
Montessori visitors, volunteers, or chaperones will not be under the
influence of alcohol at any Freedom Montessori activity where children
are present Failure to comply will result in an immediate release of that
person.

Firearm Policy

No weapons, concealed or otherwise are allowed at Freedom Montessori
School or activities, on or off campus

Questions / Concerns

If you have any questions, comments, or concerdout Freedom
Montessori please speak with the Director, Jamie Laymanr the
Assistant Director, Beth Morgan Freedom Montessoriis a licensed
facility follbowing all policies and regulationsset forth by South Carolina
Division of Social Servicesthe Demrtment of Health and Safety, and the
South Carolina State Fire Marshaljnd conforms to all state laws
regulating the operation of a child care facility.

| "# #EEIA #AOA 0OI COAIi 3 31T OOE #AOIT 1 ET A
Developmental Funds Program)

Freedom Monessori is now an ABC enhanced provider allowing eligible
DAOAT 0O xEOE &£O01 A0 O OOA O xAOA OEAE
http://childcare.sc.gov/main/general/programs/abc/in _dex.aspx if you

are interested in receiving more information about this program.

Waitlist

Freedom Montessori maintains a waiting list for families interested in
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our school within the current year. Families who are interested in being
enrolled at Freedm Montessori must fill out an application submit a
registration fee of $50.00and be put on a waiting list Applications are

dated and numbered according to when they were receive®taff

i AT AROOGS AEEI AOAT AT A OEAITEWwatet EAOA
Is updated as needed.

Emergency Numbers

There are many times throughout the day that administration is away
from their desks. We do check messagesnd emailsperiodically;
however, if you must get in touch with us for emergency purposes only,
please call (803) 3277888 and let the receptionist know that you need
someone at the school.

Email Addresses

All staff email addresses ardcated on our website
www.freedommontessori.org

Any of the iformation contained in this handbook is subject to change
at any time. All parents will be informed of new changes as they occur.
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Acknowledgement of Responsibility

As a parent, you are responsible for knowing and following all policies set )
forth in this handbook 0 1 AAOA OECT AAIT x AT A OOOI E
or the Director.

| have read all of the information above | understand the rules and

regulations of Freedom Montessori and will, with my best intention honor
this handbook.

# E E Naoie O

Parent /Guardian Signatire

Date
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Driver & Chaperone Instructions

Drivers

All drivers must submitA AT DU T £ OEAEO OAI EA AOEO.
already on file), vehicle registration, and current proof of insurance.

You should arrive at the school, at the time specified on day of field trip,
to allow for the installation of car seats (If you are bringing your child to
school that morning, we strongly recommend you stay.)

After dropping your child off please wait in the café for further
instructions from administration.

Vehicles should be ready to receive car seats and have sufficient gas to
travel to and from destination Please make sure your vehicle is well
maintained for travel. For example, inside of car is clean, check oil, tire
pressure, etc.

We will be leaving promptly at time specified from the school
Chaperone packets will be handedut that morning and we will try to
stay in a caravan formation as best we carPlease do not stop anywhere
to and from our destination.

All drivers are expected to act as chaperones and both parties should be
in full compliance of all Freedom Montessarpolicies and state laws.

Chaperones

Please wear tennis shoes and appropriate attire on all field trips
Remember Freedom Montessorishirts are required for all chaperones

All drivers and chaperones are responsible for the children in their
vehicle and chaperone packet, from the time we leave the school until we
get back
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Chaperones may be asked to assist with a group not containing their
child.

Please remember, you are here to ensure the safety and enjoyment of all
children, NOT to socializewith other parents.
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Parents Committees

Here is a list of Parent Committees that we have put together for you to
volunteer to serve on. It is our goal for you to be actively involved in our
school and the success of Freedom Montessori. Each parent msestve on

a least one committee and actively participate during the school year. Please
turn this form in at the Parent Orientation you choose to attend.

Parents Name
Please choose at keast one committee, you may choose more.

____Parent Task Force Committee

This committee will oversee all committees making sure that everyone is
collaboratively working together and meeting the schools needs. This
committee will be comprised of four actively involved parents

___Fundraising Committee

This committee will handle all fundraising activities for the school. Example:
Book Fairs, fundraisers, Chidil-a Nights, Jersey Mikes Nights, Fuel Pizza
Nights, etc. This committee will need five or six members

Fashion Show Committee
This committee will organizeour annual Fashion Show/Silent Auction.This
committee will meet sporadically from November to May.

___Teacher Birthday Committee

This committee will recognize teacher/staff birthdays as needed during the
scEil 11 UAAOS AEEO Ai i1 EOOAA EO i1 OA
the school as often as they would like. This committee should be fine with

two or three parents.

___Teacher Appreciation Committee

This committee will plan and organize Teacher Apreciation Week which is
held in May. This committee will have to meet minimally, only to plan for
the week of May 4 May 8, 2008. This committee can meet their needs
with four or five parents.
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